
	
  
	
  
“Mr.	
  Wriston,	
  your	
  building	
  is	
  not	
  well…”	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  late	
  1970’s,	
  an	
  iconic	
  skyscraper	
  was	
  completed	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  	
  Shortly	
  
thereafter,	
  the	
  building’s	
  chief	
  structural	
  engineer	
  learned	
  that	
  a	
  “routine”	
  design	
  
change	
  made	
  during	
  the	
  bidding	
  process	
  had	
  significantly	
  compromised	
  the	
  safety	
  
of	
  the	
  constructed	
  building.	
  	
  What	
  followed	
  is	
  a	
  story	
  of	
  remarkable	
  engineering,	
  
and	
  commendable,	
  and	
  to	
  some	
  degree,	
  questionable	
  ethics.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  telling	
  
this	
  story,	
  the	
  presentation	
  will	
  include	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  unique	
  architectural	
  and	
  
structural	
  system	
  and	
  the	
  background	
  and	
  thought	
  process	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  participants.	
  	
  
This	
  seminar	
  will	
  conclude	
  with	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  ethics-­‐related	
  questions	
  for	
  the	
  audience	
  
to	
  ponder.	
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  University,	
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  papers	
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  the	
  analysis	
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  of	
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